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PREFACE. 



We Uve in a moving age: and the 
mass, wherever the stream of popular 
opinion bears them, yield to the cur- 
rent There is little time, except to 
here and there a favoured one, for men 
to look quiedy at what has been done, 
what is doing, and what, in the provi-' 
dence of Grod, is likely to take place* 
The greater number of our young, and 
not a few of our middle-aged men, are 
what is somewhat coarsely, but yet very 
significantly, called ^^ foj^t men,^^ By 
which phrase, the uninitiated are not tci 
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understand^ men who are fixed in their 
principles, pursuits, and purposes, but ra- 
ther, men who are somewhat wide of these 
characteristics. Many of these men are 
not very well grounded in their princi- 
ples, and are uncertain in their purposes ; 
because in their pursuits they are mainly 
influenced by the ever-moying scene be- 
fore them. Like Reuben, they are "un- 
stable as water," and never excel. The 
writer does not expect to be listened to 
very favourably when he says, that the 
age is flimsy rather than solid; shallow 
rather than profound ; volatile rather than 
fixed : and that this is applicable to many 
religious persons, as well as to men in 
general. Religion, it is true, ought to 
mould men to its own shape : but 
he must have read ecclesiastical history 
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to little purpose, who is not quite aware, 
that religion itself, a^ to many of its 
features 9.nd lineaments, has been, &om 
its earliest history, not a little contorted 
from its original figure by the objects with 
which it has come in contact Hence 
it often happens, that when we look for 
piety we meet with a mere caricature of 
its lovely image; and when we expect 
to meet with reUgion, we frequently 
see hardly anything much better than a 
mere demon's fomu Is there no hypo- 
crisy; no formalism; no practical anti- 
nomian&m; no sacramentarianism in our 
land? Alas! every one, taking even a 
distant prospect, can Bee the last, and he 
will only have to draw a little nearer, 
to inspect a little more closely, and he 
will discern the second and t\mi% ^saSs. 
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even the first, if not well cloaked, may be 
detected, by the penetrating observer. 

" But," it may be said, " these evils 
have always existed in the Church." 
True; and it may be, that they have 
been more rife in times that are past, 
than during the present. Everything 
that tends, in however limited a sphere, 
to meet, to expose, and to remove them, 
ought to receive the sanction and aid of 
those who are rooted and grounded in 
the faith, and anxious for a full and 
legitimate exhibition of its lovely fruits 
in all who have professed to emorace it, 
imd to have come under its hallowed 
influence. The "searching appeals" of 
this publication are designed to further 
this end. 

Reader! Do not fear to peruse and 
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to apply its truths to yourseK. Do 
not hastily term it legal, void of com- 
fort to the pious mind, and ill suited 
to your own case. There may be but 
little in it to please the imagination ; 
but so far as it is drawn from the pure 
fountain of Holy Writ — and it is prin- 
cipally taken thence, — it is well cal- 
culated to aid you in ascertaining the 
true state of your heart. Narcotics may 
soothe ; stimulants may delight ; but only 
the bread and the vxiter of lifo can 
nourish, purify, and save the soul.* 

* It is but right for the Author to add, that this 
small publication is only slightly altered from part of 
a work published some few years since, entitled, ^ The 
True Dignity of Human "Nature,** &c. 
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^c. 



The possibility of knowing the safety of 
our state has been called in question ; but 
no one who reads the Holy Scriptures, with 
a mind unshackled by system, and uninflu- 
enced by prejudice^ wiD, for a moment, doubt 
that a true Christian may know that he has 
** passed from death unto life." The work 
of divine grace on the human heart is of 
so strong and decisive a character, as to 
compel him who is the subject of it, to 
mark the change which it has produced. 
The exhortations, moreover, which we meefc 
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with in the Sacred Scriptures, to examine 
ourselves, are very numerous; and the object 
of them, to ascertain whether or not we are 
in the faith, is so obvious, that we have in 
this fact an additional proof of our position. 
The examples, also, of the saints whose lives 
are recorded in the conerring and impartial 
books of Holy Writ, evidently indicate that 
they were in no uncertainty as to the point 
in question. To add more to these classes 
of evidence would be only to waste words. 

The great point the reader has to decide 
is this ; Is my heart and life in such a 
state of purification from the love, the habit, 
and the practice of sin, as to assure me 
that I have come under the sanctifying in* 
fluences of divine truth ; that my iniquities 
are blotted out, and that I have an ever- 
prevaletit Intercessor with the Father, who 
is at once both able and willing to save 
even me to the utmost, since I habitually 
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come to God by him ? How is this ques- 
tion, which is confessedly most interesting 
to every one to whom the truths of revela- 
tion are mad^ known, to be determined, my 
reader, with regard to your own case ? Does 
it not become you to ask the questions, 
^^ Am I to be numbered among the friends, 
or the enemies of the Most High ? Where 
is my final destiny to be fixed? among ador*^ 
ing saints in heaven, or in the midst of the 
accursed, the miserable, the lost, in the deep 
and doleful prison of the damned ? Am I 
to live for ever in happiness ; or to. exist 
for .ever in unutterable woe ?" Surely every 
man who knows how to estimate the value 
of the human soul and the importance of 
eternity, will not leave this point long un- 
determined. With attention, diligence, and 
perseverance, he will go through the in* 
quiry ; and ascertain, as speedily as posr 
sible, the safety or danger of the sentimenta 
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he holds, the spirit hj which he is govern- 
ed, and the actions which are visible in his 
life. He will not give sleep to his eyes, nor 
slumber to his eje-lids, till he has found 
some firm resting-place on which to build 
his hopes of the mercy and love of God 
towards him : and, if there be no assurance, 
satisfactory to his own mind, that he has 
so received the Gospel as to evince that his 
heart has come fully under its influence, he 
will immediately fly for refuge to the hope 
which is set before him; and by persever- 
ing, fervent prayer, call down the Holy 
Spirit to renew and sanctify his nature. 

There are certain dispositions and emo- 
tions which are not to be found in human 
nature separate from a gracious influence 
from heaven. These are termed by the sa^ 
cred writers, the *' fruits of the Spirit." 
They are caUed so, because they are the 
efiects of his salutary operations. These are 
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the only satisfactory evidences we can have 
that we are in a state of salvation. They 
are the only earthly seal to make sore to 
us our interest in the heavenly inheritance. 
That these graces are discoverable by him 
who possesses them, is unquestionable; nor 
are they to be concealed from those who 
are most intimately conversant with him. 
We may be deceived by mistaking certain 
amiable dispositions of mind^ for these 
graces ; but by the graces themselves we 
cannot be deluded. Their genuine charac- 
ter is very clearly revealed to us in the 
word of God; and their great excellence is, 
in one striking passage in the writings of 
the great Apostle of the Gentiles, brought 
out into strong relief, by the contrast ex- 
hibited between them and the dispositions 
and conduct which are their very reverse. 
And here so distinct, discriminative, and well- 
defined is the description given, that be vrKc^ 
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examines it must^ if he be deceiyed, laj 
the charge of the illasion at his own door. 
Let us look, then, at these striking fea- 
tures of the Christian character. "The 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek- 
ness, te^^>eranc6."* 

Can there be any difficulty in ascertain- 
ing whether we are under the governing in- 
fluence of these most excellent dispositions ? 
Is it possible to mistake hatred, or even in- 
difference to Gk)d, for love to him? Or can 
we so far err as to confound envy, hatred, 
malice, and all uncharitableness, with a dis- 
position to do towards others as we would 
have them do to us ? Can we find it dif- 
ficult to discriminate between a discontented 
or desponding disposition, or even a joy 
which is merely of a worldly character, and 
that holy emotion, which, in the language of 

* Gal. V. 22, 23. 
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Sacred Writ, is designated "joy in Grod ? " 
Can we fail to distinguish between that 
composure of mind which is the effect of 
easy circumstances in the world, combined 
with a disposition naturally quiet and se- 
rene, and that "peace of God which pass- 
eth all understanding," which, in the be- 
liever, is the effect of a habit of prayerful 
dependence on God, and lively gratitude, to- 
wards him? Can we for a moment ima- 
gine, that a rude turbulence, an impatient 
petulance, severe harshness, habitual unkind- 
ness towards our equals or dependents, whe- 
ther associated with, or found severed frcHn, 
a vain idea of our own superiority, bear the 
least resemblance to the long-suffering, gen- 
tleness, goodness, meekness, which are some 
of the graces of genuine piety? Can he 
who is 4ever seeking to "go beyond and 
defraud another," that he may secure his 
own secular interests, ever for a moment 
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suppose that he has the Christian grace of 
fideUty?* 

How evident, then, are those character- 
istics of the Christian indeed^ \yj which he 
is distinguished from the man who is so 
only in name: and how unwise is it for 
any one to seek for evidences of his genuine 
conversion to God, and that humble hope 
which, if the great change have indeed 
passed upon him, he is unquestionably war- 
ranted to cherish, from any other source. 
No mental impression, however deep ; no 
powerful persuasion, however permanent ; 
no accuracy of conception of the leading 
truths of the Gospel; no attention to out- 
ward duties and ceremonial observances, 
separate from these fruits of the Spirit, 
will avaiL These only wiU prove that we 
are renewed in the spirit of our minds. 

* Tit. ii. 10, where iritTTis is thus translated, as it 
ought to have been also in the passage here referred to. 
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The loveKness and beauty with which 
these pure and scripture dispositions adorn 
the soul, are acceptable, through Jesus 
Chidst, to the great and holy God him- 
self; and issuing, as thej iuTariablj do, in 
corresponding actions, these are, hj the 
Apostle, placed in contrast with the tvorks 
of the flesh. Thej are denominated Jruits^ 
because they are just as naturally the pro* 
duct of genuine Christian principles, as good 
"fruit is the necessary production of a good 
tree.. They are not the effects of violent 
and constrained efforts: they are spontanea 
ous: and he from whose heart they do not 
as naturally proceed, as sweet water flows 
from a pure fountain; — he, in whose life 
they do not distinctly appear, though he 
may be a Christian geiographically or ecde- 
"siastically, cannot be recognised as a Chris- 
tian when weighed in the balances of the 
New Testament. 
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There is one class of persons liable to be 
deceived by the erroneous opinion that they 
possess the graces of the Holy Spirit, when, 
in reality, they are wholly destitute of 
them, — ^these are they who are of that ami* 
able disposition of mind which is so attrac- 
tive. By this disposition the young man 
in the Gospel was characterised, on whom, 
when the Saviour looked, it is said that he 
loved him: but who, nevertheless, fell far 
short of that love to God which is indis- 
pensable to constitute a man truly religious; 
and which is consequently essential to genuine 
and permanent excellence of character. It 
will be well, therefore, for all who have the 
least fear that they are in danger of being 
deceived by a belief that this amiability of 
disposition is all that God requires, and all 
that liis word demands, to examine them- 
selves by some such tests as the following. 
"Do I love God supremely? Is this love 
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to him expressed in my submission to his 
appointments under all the pains, sorrows, 
various distresses, and frequent disappoint- 
ments to which I am subjected ? Am I 
concerned for his glory? and do I lead a 
life zealously devoted to his service? Are 
the ordinances of religion my delight ? and 
are all the duties which devolve on me in 
that station of life in which it has pleased 
God to place me, perfoimed as beneath his 
eye, and in obedience to his commands ? 
Am I prompt to attend to the slightest inti- 
mations of his will, so as to be always ready, 
under every circumstance, whether of an 
agreeable or painful character, whether en«> 
cumbered with difficulties, or rendered in- 
tricate by perplexities, or obscured by par- 
tial ignorance, to inquire, ^Lord, what wilt 
fhou have me to do ?'" 

We refer to the duties we owe to God, 
because it is on this point that the aoai«}a»\& 
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persons of whom we are writing are liable to 
be decdved; for it is here that their general 
goodness of character will be found to fail. 
It was precisely in this part of the duty 
which was incumbent on him, that the young 
man in the Gospel was found deficient. So 
far as the duties we owe to our fellow-crea- 
tures, in the various relations in which we 
stand, such as parent or child, master or ser- 
vant, friend or brother, the persons referred 
to, like the unhappy youth in the Gospel, 
may be said to be blameless; but no sooner 
are they put to the uncompromising test of 
discipleship, and required to renounce their 
tshief earthly good for Christ's sske, than 
they b^in to be sorrowful, imd are ready, 
rather than part with what they hold dearer 
than salvation, to abandon salvation itself. 
They thus make it evident, that with all 
their good dispositions towards their fellow- 
creatures, they are destitute of genuine love 
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to God. They fulfil all duties towards their 
earthly parents, but not so to their heavenly 
Father. They will attend, indeed, to all reli- 
gious observances, so far as inclination sways 
them — they may, even in some points, go 
beyond what is pleasurable to them in the 
performance of acts of kindness towards man 
— ^but the moment duty and inclination be- 
come altogether incompatible, and the test 
resolves itself into this inquiry, Do you love 
God supremely, — -then the true character is 
at once revealed, and the claims of the God 
of all the earth are not complied with, but 
sacrificed on the altar of self-love. Mindful 
of the second table of the law, they are not at 
all cautious in their observance of the first. 
They are good*masters, good servants, good 
parents, good children, good members of civil 
society — they are generally respected, not 
unfrequently beloved, in the circle in which 
they move: but they cannot show tbeit ta*.\A 



22 IS ASSURANCE OF 

to the possession of genuine piety hj sur- 
mounting every obstacle that would oppose 
its exercise; by subduing everything that is 
adverse to its influence; and by abandoning, 
without hesitation, if called on to do so, this 
world for the next. They shine with lustre 
in the family, in the social circle, and in the 
world; and in all these spheres of action 
they are held in due estimation, but, ^^when 
weighed in the balances of the sanctuary," 
they are found totally deficient. 

There may be here and there a reader who 
will be ready to exclaim, there is nothing 
to afl(H*d me consolation in the views which 
have been hitherto exhibited in this tract. 
"We should have, we confess, a very low 
opinion of the piety of the than, who could 
venture to affirm that he had taken no inter- 
est whatever in any one of the points which 
have been either merely suggested, slightly 
touched upon, or dwelt on with some d^ree 
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of difFaseness. But perhaps such an one will 
be inclined to say, that the great salvation of 
the Gospel has not been brought forward in a 
manner sufficiently prominent — the doctrine 
of the rich, free, sovereign, all-sufficient, and 
omnipotent grace of God, has. been merely 
alluded to, and there has, therefore, been not 
anything suited to my case. Is it too much 
for the writer to affirm, that this view of the 
preceding part of this tract is very far from 
accurate? The writer rejoices in the fact, 
that in the rich, free, and sovereign grace of 
God, He interposed on the behalf of fallen 
man: that He displayed his grace in the gift 
of his own Son to suffer and to die for hur 
man transgression: that He appointed those 
means of grace, in the humble and scrip- 
tural use of which His best spiritual benefits 
are wont to be bestowed: that He placed 
conscience as his vicegerent in the human 
bosom : that He commands us to seek by 
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prayer the aid of his H0I7 Spirit; and at the 
same time assures as, that if we ask we 
shall receive : that He so arranges the 
various and complicated movements of his 
divine providence that great numbers are 
brought beneath the sound of Gospel truth; 
and so affects the hearts of many of these that 
they become new creatures in Christ Jesus, 
and commence living subordinately for this 
world, but supremely for eternity. But per- 
haps you will reply, that this is not the view 
of the subject which affi>rds you satisfaction. 
You want the grace of the Gospel made sure 
to you — ^to know your individual interest in 
the peace-speaking blood of Calvary; and 
you are ready to add, that there is no other 
subject in which you can feel anything like 
a lively interest. We readily reply, that he 
has no title to the name of a Christian who 
does not feel an interest in this subject: and 
he has but a very low conception of the de- 
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gree of consolation which genuine reHgion is 
able to afford, who does not "give diligence, 
and study to make his calling and election 
sure:*' or, in other words, who does not make 
use of every legitimate means to ascertain his 
title to the "heavenly inheritance." For when 
this is made clear to him, then the Christian 
rejoices in God: and this joy of the Lord 
gives him strength to resist the influence of 
the world; to subdue his spiritual enemies; 
and to ftdfil every duty. 

We have already pointed out what we 
regard as the legitimate means by which 
a knowledge of our spiritual security may 
be obtiuned. But there are many, it is to 
be feared, in the present day, who, though 
they feel some desire for the favour of God, 
and the salvation of the soul, are yet not 
disposed to receive these great blessings 
as they are proposed to them in the vol*! 
ume of the New Testament, and as they 
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are exhibited by scriptural and faithful mi- 
nisters. These are they who are ever most 
frequent in their complaints of the want of 
a consolatory ministry. It will be found on 
examining their case, that while they have 
no objection to one part of the Gospel scheme^ 
they feel a decided aversion to the other. 
They wish to be pardoned; but they have 
no desire to be purified. They feel an ear- 
nest desire (and who does not ?) to enter 
into the kingdom of heaven after deaths 
but they have no inclination, they have 
rather a decided distaste to that purity of 
heart and holiness of life, which are the 
indispensable pre-requisites for admission 
there. 

Were we to address some of this diH 
scription, we should say, ^' You have, in 
all probability, been accustomed to hear k 
style of preaching that you regard as tmlj 
evangelical, and which you affirm'' exhitnts 



SALVATION ATTAINABLE? 27 

all the licliness and all the fulness of the 
Gospel; but which, in reality^ exhibits only 
one half o£ it. The Gk)spel, which you have 
been accustomed to hear, declares, indeed, 
the doctrine of free justification by faith in 
Jesus Christ, entirely separate from all me- 
ritorious conditions, or any pre-requisites 
whatever. I^ teaches the doctrine of elec- 
tion, effectual calling, final perseverance, 
and the everlasting security of those who, 
through divine grace, embrace the truth. 
Now we are far from objecting to these 
doctrines; all we have to affirm respecting 
them is, that they are only a part of the 
truth : and if, in the professed ministry of 
the Gospel, they are not attended with what 
ought to be their inseparable conc^mituits, 
then we are presented with a broken, dis- 
jointed, and mutilated view of the grand 
and comprehensive scheme of redemption. 
It is, confessedly, a part, and a most imi^r- 
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tant part) of that scheme ; but still it is 
only a part. It speaks, indeed, of restora- 
tion to the forfeited favour of God; but it 
says not a word of our being * renewed after 
his image.' It speaks loudly and frequently 
of peace with God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord; but on the subject of purity it 
maintains the silence of the grave. It will 
talk most fluently of heaven and its enjoy- 
ments, but it says not a word of that * holi- 
ness without which no man shall see the 
Lord.' It presses upon our attention most 
anxiously and sedulously one class of bles- 
sings; but it rarely, if ever, alludes to the 
other class. Now it is allowed that pardon 
and peace are infinitely important; but it 
must not be forgotten that purity of heart 
and holiness of life are equally important ; 
and, fromi some passages in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, we are inclined to think that they 
are still more so — ^that the former are only 



SALVATION ATTAINABLE? 29 

to be regarded as subordinate to the latter ; 
for God pardons that he may sanctify, and 
restores man to his favour that l^e may 
eventually introduce him to the pure enjoy- 
ments of the heavenly world. It is with 
this end in view that he delivers him from 
the love, practice, and dominion of sin. 
For, for this purpose we are told "Christ 
gave himself for the church, that he might 
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing 
of water, by the word, that he might pre- 
sent it to himself a glorious church, not 
having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing ; 
but that it should be holy and without ble- 
mish."* " Sanctify them through thy truth: 
thy word is truth." It was for this end, 
he informs us, that he devoted himself to 
the work of human salvation. "For their 
sakes I sanctify myself," set myself apart, 
in my mediatorial capacity, as thy servant, 

♦ Eph. V. 26—27. 
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"that they also might be sanctified through 
the truth.*'* To this also answers the ex- 
hortation of the Apostle, " We beseech you, 
brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, 
tluit as you have received of us how ye 
ought to walk, and to please God, so ye 
would abound more and more. For ye 
know what commandment we gave you by 
the Lord Jesus. For this is the will of 
God, even your sanctification, — for God 
hath not called us to uncleanness, but unto 
holiness. He therefore that despiseth, de- 
spiseth not man but God, who hath also 
given unto us his Holy Spirit."f To this 
correspond the words of Peter, " Ye are a 
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, ' a 
holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye 
should show forth the praises of him who 
hath called you out of darkness into his 

* John xvii. 17—19. 
t 1 Thess. iv. 1--3, 7, 8. 
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marvellous light."* And again, "Ye are 
not your own ; for je are bought with a 
price; therefore glorify God in your body 
and in your spirit, which are God's."f 
And these views of the great end proposed 
in our deliverance from the curse of a 
broken law are not confined to the writers 
of the New Testament. The Old Testament 
prophets, speaking as they do in the name 
of the Most High God, and looking forward, 
with an eye gifted to penetrate the future, to 
the blessings of the new covenant, employ 
these remarkable words : "After those days, 
saith the Lord, I will put my law in their 
inward parts; and write it in their hearts; 
and I will be their God, and they shall be 
my people. And they shall teach no more 
every man his neighbour and every man 
his brother, saying. Know the Lord; for 
they shall all know me, from the least of 

* 1 Pet. ii. 9. t 1 Cor. vi. 19,20, 
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them to the greatest of them, saith the 
JjotA : " — " Then will I sprinkle clean water 
upon you, and ye shall be dean; from ail 
your filthiness and from all your idols will 
I cleanse you. A new heart also wiU I 
give yon, and a new spirit will I put 
within you ; and I will take away the stony 
heart out of your flesh, and I will give 
you a heart of flesh. And I will put my 
spirit within you, and cause you to wt3k in 
my statutes, and keep my judgments, and 
do them."* After having adduced the above 
plain, expressive, and striking passages of 
the word of God, need we say that that 
preaching, which, professedly exalting the 
grace of the Gospel, throws into the 
shade that part of the operation of this 
grace, which produces purity of heart, is 
not worthy the name of the Gospel, since 
it presents us with that which is subordi- 

* Jer. xxxi. 33, 34 ; Ezek. xxxvi. 25—27. 
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nate only, not merely as the principal por- 
tion, but as the whole, and deceives all 
who embrace it, with a view of the grand 
design of Gk)d in the great and adorable 
plan of redemption, at once the most delu-* 
sive, the most false, and the most danger* 
eus. This is the bitter root of the pemi-* 
cioiis tree of antinomianism, the fruit of 
which, like the apples of Sodom, beautiful 
to the unpractised eye, and grateful to the 
unskilful touch, is wholly destitute of all 
salutary and nutritive properties; while it 
will sometimes be found filled with the dis-> 
gusting and bitter ashes of a fatal disap- 
pointment. We repeat then, that the two 
parts of salvation are inseparable; the one 
eahnot be ours without the other: and he, 
who while he professes to enjoy either, does 
not partake of both, is ignorant of the gr^t 
object, the professed design, the very genius 
of the Gospel. 
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If, my reader, you are now ready to 
afirm that you can derive no consolation 
from this yiew of religion, you in effect 
declare that there is not any for you in 
the word of God. In the partial and dan-* 
gerous yiews of the plan of salvation which 
we have described above, there are thou- 
sands who find consolation.- They think 
they .are pardoned, because they believe they 
are: and are fully impressed with the idea 
that their eternal felicity is secured, be- 
cause they have exalted views of the grace 
of God as displayed in removing the curse 
of a broken law, by the sacrifice of his 
Son. And this persuasion remains with a 
very great number, though their worst 
passions are predominant, their most de- 
grading pn^nsities indulged, and their 
whole character not in the least d^ree 
ameliorated, or improved by the opinions 
they entertain. It is not surprising that . 
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many professors continue under this delu- 
sion to the very end of their days: for 
while it is very consolatory to suppose that 
we are safe, it is perfectly consonant with 
the corrupt dispositions of the unrenewed 
man, to desire the secure indulgence of the 
^'lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and 
the pride of life." 

But there are some who, though they most 
earnestly desire it, yet cannot enjoy this fal- 
lacious assurance. They have given heed 
to seducing teachers, who have laboured 
diligently to bring them over to their own 
peculiar views. Thpy have been willing to 
receive as the truth of God, what these in<^ 
structors have afEirmed, but they cannot fully 
believe their statements. They cannot in- 
dulge the assurance that they are pardoned, 
and numbered among the children of God, 
They have failed to discover any satisfactory 
evidence that this is the case with them. 



36 IS ASSURANCE OF 

They have been mercifully preserved from 
obtaining consolation in their own way ; 
though they have not yet obtained it in 
that which God has appointed. They have 
not the rash hardihood, the daring boldness^ 
to consider themselves as of the family of 
God without some evidence, better than ^ 
mere theoretical conception of certain truths^ 
to evince their title to the privilege of this 
heavenly adoption. They cannot find this 
evidence in the bold dogmas of their religious 
teachers. There is nothing in their state- 
ments and representations which so brings 
the matter home to their individual case, as 
to enable them to grasp the doctrine, and 
to apply its consolations to themselves. It 
will be conducive to the eternal well-being 
of the immortal spirit, if they are never 
able to embrace the doctrine in this way. 
For the only proof that we are justified in 
the sight of God, is that we are sanctified. 
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The only proof that we are pardoned, is 
that we are purified. The onlj evidence we 
can have that we are free from the curse 
of sin, is that we are delivered from its 
power* The consolation, then, for which 
many of the readers of this small tract axe, 
in all probability, so anxious, must be soiigbt 
for, in the manner which Grod himself has 
appointed; for if we wish to have it of a 
genuine and permanent character, this is the 
only way in which it can be obtained* 

But it may yet by some be objected^ ** Al*- 
though all this is perfectly scriptural and 
correct, and I am persuaded lliat the method 
pointed out is the only l^itimate means of 
obtaining the assurance I desire ; yet I have 
a very great difficulty in so doingi I look in 
vain for those evidences of which you speaks 
and as I cannot discover them, I am urged, 
however unwillingly, to the conclusion, that 
I am not in a state of security for eternity^ 
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I am SO far from being free from sin, that 
I am always labouring under a conrictioii 
of its evil as existing in mj own heart; and 
the prayer of the publican app^urs better 
suited to my ease, than any other in the word 
of God, ^ God be merciful to me a sinner.' 
If the criterion you have proposed, therefore, 
be the only correct one, I fear I must Hve 
and die without any well-grounded hope of 
salvation." 

To remove every needless fear, and to give 
all the consolation which such a case admits, 
the reader is requested to bear in mind the 
following scriptural truths. 

I. There is no passage in the Sacred 
Scriptures, which, if correctly interpreted, is 
calculated to produce despondency of mind; 
except to those who are Hving in the har 
bitual practice of some known sin. On such, 
no single ray of consolation or of hope 
beams from any one page of divine truth. 
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With this single exception, the language of 
inyitation and encouragement is that which 
i^aks to every human being, both in the 
general tenor and in particular passages of 
Holy Writ. 

2. The great design of the Grospel is to 
bring salvation, and with it consolation, to 
the bosom of every genuine penitent uid 
every sincere inquirer. Its author is the 
'^ God of all consolation;" its Mediator is 
termed '^ The consolation of Israel;" and 
the divine agent who imparts its blessings to 
the heart, is designated " the Comforter^" 

3. The evidences of our acceptance with 
God, appearing in what are denominated the 
fruits of the Spirit, are to be sought for, not 
when we are under convictions of sin, or on 
those occasions, if such occur, in which temp* 
tation has great power over us ; but in the 
habitual state of the mind and heart, and 
in those seasons, when the service, and the 
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honour of God occupy our time, our thoughts^ 
and our affections. But we may, also, ob- 
serve, that the very circumstance that we 
are deeply convinced of sin, affords at least 
an evidence that we are not altogether ^^dead 
in trespasses;" and a sensibility to the in- 
fluence and evil of temptation may, more- 
over, serve to convince us that if we have 
liot, at such moments of trial, a decided 
Aversion to iniquity, that we have at least 
a conviction of its hateful character. But 
it is the habit of the mind and heart ; or, 
in other words, the real character, as respects 
Spiritual things, by which we must form our 
judgment. If this is destitute of the firnits 
of righteousness, there is no hope; but if it 
yield these fruits, there is ground for con- 
solatory assurance. 

Some direction is afforded to us as to the 
manner in which we should determine our 
own state in the view of the Most High, from 
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the rule our Lord has given us, to form our 
estimate of the state of others. This rule 
is figuratively expressed in a single sentence, 
and is as follows : *^ Every tree is known by 
its own fruit" By not adhering to this sure 
criterion, we are in danger of encouraging 
the increase and prevalence of every species 
of delusion and hypocrisy. If we look only 
at the leaves and flowers, while we neglect 
to observe whether they are accompanied or 
followed with good firuit, we cannot possibly 
form a correct judgment of the goodness of 
the tree. And if we are influenced in the 
opinion we form of a man's piety, by loud 
and fluent talk, by an interesting relation 
of what is termed Christian experience, by 
an emphatic or exceedingly pathetic style of 
conversation on religious subjects, or by the 
power with which he is endowed of working 
upon our feelings, and inducing an interest 
in his welfare, we are then r^ecting that 
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test of character which has been given to 
us by Him who ^* knows what is in man," and 
adopting a rule of our own, more pleasing 
and agreeable to us, probably in its appli- 
cation; but, as a criterion of character, the 
most fallacious that we could devise. It is, 
indeed, the height of folly to give a man 
entire credit for true excellence both of prin- 
ciple and practice, on the vouchers afforded 
by his words, his emphatic expressions, his 
violent and exciting gesticulations. These 
may, or they may not^ be very accurate ex- 
pressions of internal emotions ; but while we 
may be deceived by these, we cannot be 
deceived by his actions, which are the only 
genuine interpreters of what is passing within. 
Now, it is evident that if we are so disposed, 
there will be no difficulty in adopting the 
same method with respect to ourselves. We 
are to look at our actions as well as our 
words; at our conduct as well as our pro- 
fession. 
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Should it be objected, that very good 
actions may proceed from very corrupt mo- 
tives; and that in forming our estimate of 
a man's title to the character of a Chris- 
tian, we ought to have some evidence supe- 
rior to that which is afforded by mere mo- 
rality, or even amiability of disposition, we 
reply— 

(1.) That it is not correct to affirm that 
good actions, properly speaking, proceed from 
corrupt principles. The Sacred Scriptures 
assert, that if the heart be good, out of it 
will proceed that which is good; and if it 
be corrupt, corrupt wiU be its produce. We 
take, therefore, with the greatest propriety, 
the scriptural rule for our criterion, in our 
investigations as to the character of others, 
without pretending to pry into those things 
of which, from theur very nature, (unless, 
indeed, we are gifted with the power of 
^* discerning of spirits,") we must remain in 
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ignorance, and we form our opinion by wbat 
we see impressed on the condact» and ex- 
hibited in the life. It is indeed true, that 
we are liable to be deceived in forming our 
judgment of the character of others; but the 
guilt of the error does not rest on him 
who is deceived, but on the deceiver, who^ 
clothing himself in the robe of sainjdineM, 
conceals, beneath the garb, which he assumes 
or lays aside at pleasure, bad principles, cor- 
rupt motives, and a depraved and unrenewed 
heart. This is the crime of the hypocritical 
pretender, not of the deluded observer. 

(2.) As to the objection, that more than 
mere morality is necessary to evince the 
possession of genuine Christianity, in him 
who exercises this excellence and amia- 
bility, we reply, that much more than that 
which is generally meant by morality, is 
included under the idea of a scriptural 
evidence of genuine conversion to Grod. 
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"Love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentle- 
ness," are not endowments of the mere man 
of the world. His morality relates to lus 
fellow men, and his benevolence extends not 
beyond their temporal welfare: but the "love, 
joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, and 
meekness," which are the fruits of the Spirit, 
comprehend in their exercise, love to God, 
as well as love to man; joy and peace 
in Grod, and submission both to his provi- 
dence and his word. Indeed, without a di-t 
feet reference to God, there can be no true 
religion; and without love to him, compla-> 
cency in his character, a joyful reception of 
his salvation, and a patient endurance of 
the afflictive dispensations with which he is 
pleased to visit us, we can have no title to 
regard ourselves as the children of the Most 
High, If, therefore, we discover in the con- 
duct of a man that which is directly o^^sed 
to this scriptural representation, however 
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moral or amiable be may be, we bave no 
just ground to conclude, on tbe sbowing oi 
tbat wbicb is blameless in tbe view of the 
world, tb^t sucb a cbaracter is tbe result 
of Cbristian principles engrafted on a re-< 
newed beart. 

Now, it is obvious tbat we may apply 
tbese methods of judging, to ourselves as 
well as to otbers. Tbere is, it is readily 
acknowledged, a disposition in all of us to 
form a mucb more favourable estimate of 
ourselves, tban our fancied excellencies and 
real demerits warrant; yet we bave, in the 
investigation of our own cbaracter, an advan- 
tage, if we will but avail ourselves of it, far 
superior to tbat wbicb we enjoy in forming 
our opinion of tbe cbaracter of otbers. In 
tbis latter case we cannot penetrate beneath 
tbe surface; aud it would be an assumption 
of tbe divine prerogative, as daring as it 
would be vain, to draw our conclusions from 
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our presumed acquaintance with their mo- 
tives and intentions ; or, in other words, 
from our pretended knowledge of their 
hearts. But we can examine, with some 
hope of arriving at the truth, our own prin- 
ciples, motives, and intentions, and thus as- 
certain whether we are sincere and upright, 
or whether we are mere superficial profes- 
sors, or hjpocritical presumers. 

We shall do well not to trust with implicit 
confidence to our own judgment; for, with aU 
the facilities we have of arriving at an accu* 
rate idea of our own state, we must ever re* 
collect that, blinded by self-love, it is more 
than possible for us to form a favourable^ 
when we ought to form an unfavourable 
opinion. It is incumbent on u^ therefore, 
to imitate ihe example oi the Psalmist, and 
to call in Hi3 aid, who is the searcher <^ 
hearts, to disclose to us aU the evil that 
lurks within, to give tis grace to expel 
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or to subdue it, and to lead us in the way 
everlasting. 

4* It is not so much from the past that the 
evidences of our acceptance with Grod are to 
be derived^ as from our present state and 
character. 

It is a fallacious consolation whieh is die^ 
rived wholly from past experience: and if we 
are habitually seeking it from this quarter, 
we shall be prone to indulge in it, when 
our actual state of heart and life ought to 
induce fear, repentance, and renewed re- 
formation. For we have no evidence that 
we are among the member of those who are 
finally to persevere, unless we are ourselven 
actually persevering: we have, no ground to 
believe that we are of the family of God, 
unless we have the family featured, the terjr 
disposition of adopted sons and daughters^ 
and our only satisfactory evidence of this, is 
our '^ coming out from among the wicked," 



SALTATION ATTAINABLE? 49 

ia our principles, maxims and practices, 
"and being" thus "separate from them.** 
And lie who thus separates himself will be 
found habituallj cultivating holiness of hearty 
and rectitude of life. Here then we reach 
the very same conclusion at which we arrived 
above; and we make it, we think, sufficiently 
evident that we can have no assurance of 
salvation, but that which results from the 
^*frtdts of the Spirit." The safety or dan- 
ger of our state, then, must be sought for in 
our present character; and the great ques* 
tions to be decided are— =**Do I love Godi 
an4 am I devoting myself to* his honour? 
Do I love my neighbour, and am I well 
pleased with his welfare, and doing all that 
lies within the compass of my. ability to 
promote it? am I denying ungodliness lEuid 
worldly lusts, living soberly, righteously and 
godly?" If these questions can, with an 
aj^roving conscience, be answered in the 
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affirmatlTe, it is well; for they will lead us, 
if thus answered, to the exercise at least of 
well-grounded though humble hope, if not to 
the full assuranee of faiths 

There are some who value themselves not 
a little on their skill in the casuistry of ex- 
perimental religion, and who all but affirm 
that they themselves are the only wise 
teachers of the ignorant, and safe guides to 
the perplexed, and true lights to those who 
are in darkness, who are ever ready to in-' 
culcate the opinion, that professed bdLievers 
in Jesus Christ ace to be blamed for doubt* 
ing the safety of their state. They go yet 
further than this, and affirm^ that to' doubt 
this is not only deserving of censure, but is 
so sinful, as. to be of the very essence of 
that unbelief which is condemned in the 
New Testament. Now, in our consideration 
of a subject of this kind, it is incumbent 
on us, not rashly to presume that we are 
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right, and that the views which are either 
opposed to oursy or differ in some respects 
from them, are wholly wrong, but to exa- 
mine with coolness and deliberation a topic, 
which is so intimately connected with our 
eternal well-being. That unbelief is sinful, 
provided we associate with the term the same 
ideas which it is employed to designate in 
the New Testament, is unquestionable. For 
instance, to doubt the being of a God, his 
i^dal providence, the gift of his Son for 
human salvation, the sufficiency and freeness 
of that salvation to every one who truly 
believes, the power of his Holy Spirit, the 
efficacy of his grace, his hatred to sin, and 
love to holiness — ^to doubt of the truth of 
any one, or of all these scriptural facts and 
doctrines, we may, without fear, affirm to 
be highly displeasing to God. And we 
may add, that to doubt or disbelieve the 
ability and willingness of Christ to save me. 
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ptovided I fly for refuge to him as an hdnhf 
ble penitent and a helpless transgressor, who 
can have no other hope, if deprived of this^ 
is that sin, which, in the New Testament, 
is emphaticallj condemned as unbelief; of 
which, whosoever is the subject cannot be 
saved. But this is obviously a very differ- 
ent thing from doubting the truth of my 
own interest in the benefits of his great 
redemption. 

There may be circumstances in which to 
cherish doubts as to the safety of our con-, 
dition for eternity, may be the only means 
of arriving at the security for which we are 
anxious. If we are cold and lifeless in our 
religious exercises ; careless in our conduct ; 
and living habitually in the indulgence of 
tempers and in the gratification of passions 
which are at variance with the letter and 
spirit of Christianity, we are worthy of con- 
demnation for it : it is, as professors of a 
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religion so holj, so exciting, and so trans- 
forming as the Grospely our shame and our 
sin. Shall we venture, then, to make the 
rash and dangerous assertion, that a man 
who thus Hves beneath the Christian spirit 
and character, ici to be censured, and to be 
regarded as a most heinous sinner, princi- 
pally on this account, that he feels some 
reason to doubt that he is in a state of 
salvation? Is he to be told that he has 
no reason to fear, because God is unchange- 
able in his love, mercj, and grace ? Let 
him rather have these attributes of the 
God of all grace exhibited to his view un- 
der their true aspect, and in their proper 
bearings. God is a God unchangeable in 
his mercy, love, and grace ; but the very 
fact that this is his character, so far from 
encouraging a man to hope that he has any 
interest in th6se perfections of the divine 
nature while he is living in a state of luke- 

E 3 
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warm profession, or actual sin, is adapted 
rather to excite alarm, and lead to derioos 
inquiry. For the immutability of the di- 
vine mercy is seen in this, that it is un- 
changeably exercised towards the humble 
and contrite man — ^the man that fears him, 
and that trembles at his word. Where do 
we find it declared in the Sacred Record 
that the mercy and the love of God shall be 
displayed towards presumptuous sinners- 
men who, while they violate, without com- 
punction or remorse, the plainest command- 
ments of the law, are boasting of their in- 
terest in the favour of heaven, and presum- 
ing, that against whomsoever the gates of 
the celestial paradise may be closed, they 
will be thrown wide for their reception. For 

m ... 

sinners of this character, while they remain 
in the state we have described, no mental 
iemotion is more suitable than that of a 
doubt of their interest in the favour of Grod; 
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Doubting, as to this point, is their incum- 
bent duty. Nor will it be attended with 
any injury to them, should their doubting 
approach to despair. 

It is not possible, in the nature of things, 
that a disobedient child can indulge the 
hope that his father favours him in his re- 
bellion : and if, by his foolish and profli- 
gate conduct, he lose all Resemblance to the 
excellent parent who taught him lessons the 
very reverse of those which he habitually 
practises, would it not be the height of pre- 
sumption and absurdity to rest his hope of 
the unchangeable favour of his father to- 
wards him, on the ground that his belief of 
the continuance of this favour ensures its 
continuance : or, in other words, that its un- 
changeableness depends, not so much on its 
own essential character, as it does on his 
belief that it is unchangeable; and that his 
father loves him with an unalterable and 
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undiminished love in the midst of bis folly 
and his rebellion, because this foolish and 
wicked son believes that he so loves bipi. If 
this view of the subject, in its spiritual ap- 
plication, does not make faith (or rather 
what is bj some termed faith) the meritori* 
ous ground of the unchangeable love of God 
to every individual who is the subject of it^ 
it is difficult to say in what system of reli- 
gious opinions we shall find the doctrine of 
human merit. 

It appears perfectly consonant with the di- 
vine procedure in other respects, that no 
man who is living in sin should enjoy 
an assurance of salvation. It may be ques- 
tioned, indeed, whether a man in this state 
would value the divine favour. Sin absorbs 
all the powers, and blinds the mind to the 
inestimable value of spiritual and eternal 
realities. He who loves the path of the 
transgressor, will not be able to discern any 
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beauty in the way of righteousness ; and as 
to the termination of these two widely dif- 
ferent courses, the mind will, in all proba- 
bilily, be in a state of careless indifference. 
It is perfectly natural, indeed, that the re- 
flecting mind, even of the open violator of 
the divine commands, should wish for safety 
at last; and it would, doubtless, come over 
his spirit as a most consoling thought, could 
he, in the very midst of his iniquity, per- 
suade himself that the love of God towards 
him remained unchangeably the same, and 
that sin could not possibly injure him, either 
in his title to the character of a true child 
of God on earth, [or in his right to the 
possession of heaven. Such an antinomian 
and most illusive assurance is, it is to be 
feared, enjoyed by numbers, who mistake 
knowledge for grace, notions for principles, 
and who substitute a presumptuous and un- 
holy confidence for the purifying hope of 
the Gospel. 
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-There are two powerful emotions by which 
the mind of every genuine Christian is agi- 
tated. These are love and fear. Where love 
prevails, fear will be in abeyance. And where 
fear prevails, love will become cold. Love 
is the mast^ principle of all holy obedience 
It is called by the sacred writer, the fulfilling 
of the law. Obedience, therefore, will corres- 
pond with the strength and exercise of this 
holy affection. If this become weakened, and 
its exercises are feeble, and frequently inter- 
rupted, obedience will fail, temptation become 
powerful, and sin necessarily ensue. God has 
placed in the bosom of all his servants a prin« 
ciple of fear as well as of love: and where 
obedience, the necessary effect of love, is 
absent, there fear will be present. Whether 
we term fear a gracious affection, thoi^h 
"it have torment," or a mere slavish emo- 
tion, its effect on the character and conduct 
of the backsliding and negligent professor is 
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imquestionablj beneficial. Fear of the con- 
aequences of sin will induce abstinence from 
it; and fear of the indignation of God, will 
produce a desire to avert it. Where there 
is fear, there will be pain ; but it is a pain 
which precedes the healing of the moral ma- 
lady. And when the disease is removed, or, 
in other words, when sin is abandoned, love 
will be in exercise; and if there be a perfect 
exercise of this grace, it will banish fear. 
The apprehension of the consequences of sin 
will cease, and there will be a well-grounded 
assurance that all the blessings of salvation 
are ours. 

Now we wiU venture to affirm, making 
all due allowance for the imperfection of 
our best services, and the sin that cleaves 
to oar most holy duties, that where love 
abounds, and where obedience, the fruit of 
love, is consequently found, that there, and 
there only, will the subject of this holy 
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affection enjoy a legitimate assurance of the 
divine favour. Under these circumstances, 
the Christian's mountain will be immovaUe, 
the light of the divine countenance will be 
beheld, and peace and joy will dwell in the 
breast. But it is not a mere recollection of 
this enviable state of the mind and heart, 
together with a review of the corresponding 
practice with which it has been accompanied^ 
that will give assurance and confidence ito the 
bosom, if, at the period of this review, the 
holy affection and the right practice be want-' 
ing ; nor will any effort, on the part of the 
individual in such circumstances, to produce 
this consolatory assurance, be permanently 
successful. God has inseparably connected 
a holy frame of mind, iand a righteous course 
of conduct, with scriptural confidence of an 
interest in the great salvation ; and it will be 
a vain, as it is an unholy and antinomian 
endeavour, to seek to secure the latter, while 
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consdous to ourselves tbint we are destitute 
of the former. Bold abstractions, theoreti- 
cal notions, subtle distinctions, sophistical 
reasonings, may amuse and impose on the 
intellect, but they will give no abiding so^ 
lace to the heart. 

If it be affirmed that this is a legal view 
of the' subject, we reply, that we hold such 
legality dear. But we refuse to admit, . for 
a moment, the truth of such an affirmation. 
Our Lord's declaration to his disciples is 
amply sufficient as a refutation of so flimsy 
an objection, *'Then are ye my friends, when 
ye do whatsoever I have commanded you." 
The view that opposes this— ^ that teaches 
men to be confident in their hope when des- 
titute of every gracious disposition, and void 
of all holy and consistent practice, under the 
idea that they are to be justified by faith, and 
to live by faith, and not to draw their con- 
solation from their frames, their feelings, or 
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their duties, is not, indeed, legality, but bare* 
faced antinomianism. Such doctrine is well 
calculated to make presumptuous and hypo- 
critical professors, who will never examine 
their hearts, and whose lives wiU be marked 
by a careless and negligent practice; but it is 
by no means suitable to afford consolation to 
the bosom of the sincere and humble X)hris- 
tian. He will probably discover its fallacy 
af a glance; or, if he live for a short period, 
under the impression that it is scriptural, he 
will b6 distressed, under his convictions of 
sin and imperfection, because he cannot de- 
rive consolation from a source, as he sup- 
poses, so legitimate. He will either reject 
it at once, or, if he admit, for .a moment, 
its truth, find it impossible to derive from 
it either rest or peace. 

5. One great means of obtaining a con- 
solatory assurance of our interest in the 
divine favour is the exercise of habitual 
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prajCTy especially fbr the Holy Spirit. We 
«ro taught this lesson in the remarkable 
words of the Apostle to the Philippians, ^'Bj 
prftyer and supplication, with thanksgiving, 
let your requests he made known unto God. 
And the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, shall keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus."* It will, in 
a moment, be observed, that this very habit 
of which we are speaking, will give a cha- 
racter to the mind; that it cannot be exer- 
cised without spiritual affections; that it is 
in itself a fruit of the Spirit, and that it 
tends to increase and perfect every other 
grace of the Christian. As our prayers, 
our gratitude, our resignation abound, so 
will our faith, our love, our humility, our 
devotion, and our assurance abound also. 

6. Let it be recollected, also, that the 
character of the Christian is not perfected 

• Phil. ir. 6, 7. 
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at once, that it is improved by the lapse of 
time; and that, with its increasing confor- 
mity to the scriptural model, will be the 
degree of satisfactory evidence it will afford, 
of the safety of his stat^ in whom such a 
character has, by divine grace, been formed. 

The first impressions of a religious nature 
made on the mind are usually deep, and 
the consequent excitement of the affections 
are strong. In this early season of Chris- 
tian experience, however, there is more of 
feeling than of principle; and to such young 
converts the prayer which the Apostle pre- 
sented for the Philippians is appropriate: 
"This I pray, that your love may abound 
yet more and more in knowledge, and in 
all intelligence; that ye may approve things 
that are excellent; that ye may be sincere 
and without offence till the day of Christ; 
being filled with the fruits of righteousness, 
which are by Jesus Christ unto the glory 
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and praiaQ of God."* From the above pas- 
sage it U evident, in order that a right state 
of the aAotioDS may be permanent, that an 
enlightened mind, and a quick and accurate 
disoeniment of the evil from the good, that 
the fpfmer may be shunned and the latter ap- 
proved and pursued, are absolutely necessary. 

* Tkli striking and beaatifdl passage deserres the clos- 
est Atttntion. In the originial it reads thus. Kai tovto 
irpovtLxonai^ \va 17 dyaTrif v/ioiv In naKkov koi 
/tBWov wtpKTtTtvy tv kTriyvitxrti jcat 9ra<ry ahOriffet' 
d^ r6 doKiiiaJ^tiv vfiac rd Sia^kpovraf *iva ^rc 
1 iOoKpivtiQ Kui dfrpoffKOTTOi £i£ rjfispav Xpitrro' vttc- 
wXfipd^lJ^voi Kapvwv SiKaiotrvvTis t&v Sid *Iij(tov 
XpurroVf ds S6^av Kai tvcuvov Geo v. '^And this I 
pnj, that your love may abound yet more and more in 
knowledge and in all intelligence; (accuracy of discern- 
ment;) that ye may distinguish that which is excellent, 
that ye may be pure (possess a character of transparent 
clearness, which will bear the test of the strongest light^) 
and Yoid of offence till the day of Christ: filled with the 
firuits of righteousness, which are through Jesus Christ to 
the glory and praise of God/^ 

^ ciXijeptvlf, rh KaBaphv xai Afiiyis irspov, Suid. 
.... KaBapbv' ddoXoVf dXriOks, <J>avepov, Hesych. 

p3 
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The results of this most delightful combi- 
nation will be, jfirst, a sincere or pure cha- 
racter, which, as the polished mirror repels 
the damp that, for a moment, dims its sur- 
face, will feel averse to and oppose the 
slightest breath of temptation; secandk/y the 
tmaffected exhibition in the life of all the 
fruits of piety towards God, and of justice 
and beneficence towards man; and, laatlyy a 
course of conduct uninterruptedly honour- 
able to Christianity, down to the very day 
of death, when, all earthly ties being snapt ' 
in sunder, heaven, with all its pure and 
transporting glories, shall burst upon the 
astonished gaze of the fully emancipated 
spirit. 
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